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initiated by the Creator. Amongst my own earliest
personal recollections concerning Newport is that of
a visit of some Jewish friends of my mother's girl-
hood, who lived there, to my father's house in Sche-
nectady.

My mother's grandfather, on her mother's side,
was a clergyman, Elder Bliss, who, though a non-
combatant, was a fiery patriot, two of whose sons
were in the Eevolutionary army. His house was in
a valley under the fort held by the British force in
occupation, between whose guns and those of a bat-
tery held by the rebels there was occasional firing,
during which the balls sometimes went through the
house, so that when the first shot was heard he used
to order all the family down into the cellar, which
afforded a valid protection. The girls of the house-
hold were patriots, in whom zeal often overran dis-
cretion, and the pranks they played on the British
officers must sometimes have tasked the gentlemen
in the latter to a point on the limits of endurance.
I remember one incident recounted by my grand-
mother to my mother, and by her to me, in which
two of the girls stole past the sentry in the British
fort, or battery, for I could never learn exactly what
was the nature of these two outposts of authority
and rebellion, and, running the flag down, tore it
into thirteen stripes and ran it up again and escaped
unseen. This insult brought the whole force about
their ears, and the commandant came, with his staff,
to question the household if any clue to it could be
found. Fortunately, when the girls had come back reposen this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